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e, Wz Usprastasp that some startling devel-
';E opmoents are likely to be made to-day that

will present & new phase of our municipal
troubles. Theee developments may astonish
the Committee of Seventy, as well as our citi-
mons generally, and may add an important
Item to the many they bave already discov-
#red in the bistory of official rascality.

- Lzr Us Hzir unhappy Chicago. Like
gay and thoughtless Paris, she has been
suddenly stricken in the midst of her pride
sod merry-makiog. Let us help ber.

g Nzw Yorx never lacks charity. A sister
pity, wuiterly blasted in the noon of her
strength, asks aid for the hundred and ffty
B thousand people beggared in one short day,
> and New York will pour forth her richest
' efferings most beartily to help her.

Tar DrsorLaTION oF CHIOAGO is almost be-
yond oomparison. The proud city of the
jprairies, 8o grand and magnificent a few days
ago, glorions in her beauty and ber strength,
is laid in dust and ashes by the withering
breath of the destroying angel. Let the oiti-
sena of New York bear her appenl for help,

CounonLor ANTox1Oo DE Corrorno Boraxs,
the mew Brasilisn Minister, was Yyesterday
presented to the President by Secretary Fish.
‘The usual speeches expressive of the regard
of each government and people for the other
were exchanged between Mr. Borges and the
President, and the Interview terminated. Mr,
Borges was for twelve years Brazilian Chargé
d'Affuires in Washington, where he is very

populsr in diplomatic circles.

_ ‘Peoensssive PrINOIPLES receive little favor
“fstwtald, conservative Rbode leland. Yester-
day the people of that miniature State voted

z:ummmwmﬁr_m.
3 First, to remove the real estate

registry tax, and third, to
of public money to
All these propositions
_ jhe first and second being rejecied by
e majorities, and the third, plthough it re-
id & majority, of the votes cast, lacked the
pary three-ANths, and was consequently
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The beantiful city, the eentral depot from
which is distributed to the cities of the Atlan-
tic coast and to the world abroad the abound-
ing productions of the great West, is deso-
lated, and that late prosperous community of
three hundred thousand souls, possessing
within itself om Sunday evening last sub-
sistence for millions of peopls, is now in the
condition of a great army, sarprised, routed
from its encampment and shorn of its pro-
visions. Relief, then, to Chicago becomes the
first question to her sister cities of the Union,
and in the prompt response of Mayor Hall to
the appeal from the Mayor of Chioago we
koow that New York city, as usual in such
cases, will grandly do her duty. Meantime,
the order of the Presldent to General Sher-
idan to bring in the supplies of the srmy
within his reach to the relief of the suffering
people of Chicago, though not expressly
anthorized in the constitution, will meet the
approval of the sovereign people of the United
States, as a proceeding justified by the spirit
of “the supreme law of the land” in reference
to the “‘general welfare.” We bave no doubt
that Chicago, from all sides, incloding the New
Dominion, will meet with relief for her im-
mediate and more pressing necessities, but we
expeot that the city of New York in this mat-
ter will not fail to maintain her position as
the most generous city and as possessing the
most generous community of all the great
cities of the world.

. Our great Northwest, in many respects,
providentisily, the thost favored sestion of our
supremely favored ocountry, has this last sum-
mer and during the present autumn been ex-
ceedingly unfortunate in its losses from de-
vastating fires, For the last ten days particn-
larly we have hardly bad any reports from
the States of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesots,
Nebrasks and Iowa, and from the Territory of
Dakota that have not been reports of destruc-
tive fires in the forests and on the prairies. A
recent despatch from St. Paul, Minn,, informs
us that from a small beginning somewhere near
the western boundary of the Gtate a fire was
started which spread with frightful rapidity
through the dry grass and combustible pine
forests until it reached the ‘‘big woods,” one
bandred and fifty miles from the point of start-
ing, whence it went whirling through the
timber fifteen miles to Smith Lake, roaring
and crackling among the trees with & sound
that could be heard for many miles ; that fires
are raging fearfally all through McLeod
county ; that all the prairie between the ““big
woods” and Preston has been burned over, in-
cluding the destruction of thousands of tons of
hay, thousands of bushels of wheat and corn,
and farmhouses and baildings of every descrip-
tion to an extent still to be ascertained, and
that thess fires are still in progress towards
the Mississippi River, and that nothing buta
drenching rain can stay their ravages.

All this is from Minnesota, and from Wis-
consin we have similar reports. On the 4th
instant, on the west side of Green Bay and
Fox River the flames extended from Meno-
monee to Oshkosb, a distance of twenty miles
in length and thirty in breadth; in short,
fires were raging all around over three thou-
sand square miles of territory, burning hun-
dreds of families in their course out of hounse
and home, and leaving them destitate in the
midst of & vast scene of desolation. Even
the marshes, dried to the consistency of tin-
der, are burning like pits of cannel coal, and
at Fond du Lac the smoke of the surrounding
fires casta the gloom of twilight over the city
at noonday. At Pensaukie thirty men are
reported as hbaving lost their lives in the
flames.

From Nebraska, October 5, we have the
intelligence that the damages at Fremont from
these fires are very heavy; that at North Bend
the fire has been raging all day, and that at
Bon Homme, in Dakota, there is much loss of
property ; that an express messenger saw the
ruins of several houses at Yaokton still
smoulderiog; that the stage coach from that
place escaped from the flames in the prairie
only by turning into s ploughed field, and
that many farmers in Southeru Dakota had
lost houses, barns, crops, everything, barely
escaping with their lives. From Michigan,
at the same time, we are informed that
the woods on both sides of the Toledo,
Wabash and Western rallroad are on fire for a
distance of four or five miles, and that all
things combustible within the swath of the
roaring fire, houses included, are destroyed.
As far east as Oneida county, New York, a
destructive fire (October 7) was raging in the
woods, burning into the parched ground to
the depth of a foot or more.

The primary cause of all these fires (and it
will apply no doubt to Chicago to some ex-
tent) is the withering drooght which has pre-
vailed over all the country, from the Rocky
Mountains to the great lakes, since July last,
The grass on the prairies bas been prematarely
dried by the sun, the green trees of the forests
have been rendered combustible, and the turf
under them, formed from decayed vegetation,
has becn dried into tinder, so that in many
plsces whole rafts of forest trees, undermined
by fire, have fallen into the surrounding
flamee. All these fires,. then, have for their
primary cause $his year's extraordinary
drought In all the desolated districts, The
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every way, of cities and towns against the
danger of fire. Inthe course of time even
these droughts themselves may be conguered.
As our Western people are now going, with the
destruotion of their timber, we see, from year
to year, that their snnual rainfall is diminish-
ing, and that they ars on the high road which,
if followed, even a few years longer, may lead
them into a general calamity of drooght,
famine, fire and pestilence, compared with
which even this disastrous Chicago fire will
appear as a bagatelle,

Some heavy calamity or series of chastise-
ments for wrong doing appears to be the price
exacted of mankind for every usefal lesson
learned. The useful lessons suggested by
these Western fires cannot be learned too
soon, Meantime it becomes the first duty of
the city of New York and its people to asalst
in relieving the immediate and pressing dis-
tresses of Chicago; and, with these relieved,
we have no doubt that the enterprising people
of Ohicago, rising superior to their heavy mis-
fortuanes, will soon rebuild their city, more
beautiful and more secure than it was, and
repair all her losses and redeem all her

obligations,

The Investignting Committees and the Clity
Plunderers—What Skould Be Done.

The reports of the joint investigating com-
mittee of citizens, Aldermen and Supervisors
are published to-day. They place before the
people no new facts. The commitiee finds
that doring the past two years and a half im-
mense sums have been paid by the city gov-
ernment for services that have never been peor-
formed and for work that has not been done;
that parties having claims against the oity have
been unable to obtain their money until they
had assigned such clainis to some friend of the
heads of depariments; that the amounts
thus aasigned bave been increased with-
out the knowledge of the claimants,
and that ‘“‘frauds and peculations of the
grossest character have been practised
in several of the departments” with
the knowledge, it is believed, of those ‘‘whose
sworn duty it was and is to guard and pro-
tect the public interests.” 'All of whish has
long been well known to the citizens of New
York, and might have been found by the
committee to have been golng on for twelve
years instead of for two years and a half.
The committee has also made the discovery
bat the city has been shamefully plandered
under the pretended expenditures on armories
and drill rooms, and that in the matter of the
Schuyler lumber account a sum of over fonr
bundred and sixty-three thoussnd dollars was
paid for lumber worth about forty-eight thou-
sand dollars. In regard to the latter swindle
the special committee hbaving that matter
under investigation report that Mr. Garret L.
Schuyler, the principal of the firm supply-
ing the lumber, asseried that forty-
eight thousand dollars was all the money
received by the firm from the city, although
he evineced an unwillingness to supply any fur-
ther information as to the transactions. The
commitiee state that the Schuyler bills were
all paid under the head of “Adjusted Claims,"”
that they were certified to as correct by Wil-
liam M. Tweed, the Commissioner of Public
Works, and that “‘a large part, if pot the
whole, of the over payment was received by
one Robert Winthrop,” who appears to have
been a clerk in the Auditor's Department of
Comptroller Connolly's office, of which de-
partment James Watson was Auditor and
Connolly, Jr., son of the Comptroller, was
Deputy Anditor. A bewlldering masa of fig-
ures put together by experts, and which none
but experts can hope to unravel, accompany
the reports, but we do not see that they add
anything to the information previously in pos-
session of the people or that they bring the
city corruption problem one inch nearer a
practical solution than it was before the re-
poris were made,

In one respect, however, these reports may
be of service, They serve to augment the
already ample proof that the Comptroller’s
Department has been the hol-bed of all the
rascality from which the city has suffered so
severely, and to render the longer protection
of Richard B. Connolly by those who profess
to be desirous of bringing the guilty to justice
an impossibility., It appears that in the bold
fraud of this Schuyler account the transfer of
the claim was made to a clerk in the burean
ruled over by Watson and young Connolly,
and that this clerk, Winthrop, must have
received ‘‘s large part if not the whole of the
overpayment.” Now these particular accounts
were paid under the head of ‘“Adjusted Claims,”
which means a claim that has been disputed
or for the recovery of which an action at law
has been commenced, and that has been
‘“adjusted” or settled in order to save the
expense of litigation to the city. All such
‘‘adjusted claims” must pass through the
bands of the Comptroller himself, He alone
is anthorized by the law to setile them,
and he personslly gives an order seiting
forth the amount he has allowed and
directing the Auditor of Accounts to draw a
warrant for the same. It is therefore shown
by the Committee's statement that Comptroller
Connolly must himself have fixed the amounts
to be pald on the Schuyler bills, and that if
any such frauds have been perpetrated as the
Committes indicate, the Comptroller must be
responsible for them,

The people will now demand of the Commit-
tee of BSeventy that they shall cease all
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They now know that ‘‘adjusted

eight thousand dollars only. They know that
false claims have been made out for hundreds
of thomsands of dollars In the name of men
who were doing contract work for the city and
who know nothing about such ciaims; that
they were audited in the bureau ruled over by
Waison _aad young Comnolly, ~allowed
by the Comptroller and paid upon
forged warranis. They know ihat the

death, and after the Compiroller alleges that
he first knew of the abstraction of the docm-
ments, They know now from the present
report of the commities that the vouchers
vpon which the amounts of the “sdjusted
claims” of Schuyler & Co. were obtained have
also been purloined from Connolly's office.
They know that young Connolly has gone to
Europe, and that there is nowno one left—
Wataon being dead—to throw amy light upon
these abstracted papers. ‘Do they need
sny more proof to convince them
that the people @see  whare the
real culprits are to be found? * We again ask
by what right do they delay proceedings
against Connolly and still claim to be the trne
friends msod special champlons of justice ?
In this war against official rascality the citi-
sens are no respecters of persons or of politi-
cal partles. They oare nothing about
Tammany or antl-Tammany, and they will not
suffer a self-consiituted committee to stand in
the way of justice for any ulterior purpose. It
is no excuse to pretend that the Seventy are
using Counnolly to detect other offenders, or,
as their journals say, as ‘‘State's evi-
dence" against his accomplices. ‘The
surest way to obtaln his evidence
is to place bim in a position to
prove his own innocence in & court of justice.
If the committes decline to do this, if it will
still insist upon beating about the bush,
ing the newspapers with abuse of the ‘‘Ring"
and seeking to amuse the peeple with dally
promises of “‘startling disclosures,” while it
hob-nobs and plots with the head and front of
all the muonicipal ption, then the citizens
will conclude that the committes is & useless
piece of nonsense, and will inaist that it shall
step aside and leave the earneat business of
the work of purification snd retribution to
other hands.

Ameriean Jeockey Club.

The racing sttractions at Jerome Park
to-day exceed anything of the kind ever offered
in this country. Five races will be run, and
the flelds in each will be full. The firat is the
Hunter Stakes, for fllliee three years old, one
mile and three-quarters. In this race Mr.
Withers, Mr. Morris and Richards have each &
clipper that makes the affair doubtfol. Mr,
Withers' filly, however, was the favorite last
night st the Club room at two to one over the
field. The second race ia the Deasert Stakes,
for two-year-olds, with one hundred and ten
pounds up, the distance onemile. Mesars, Hun-
ter & Travers, F. Morris, R. W. Cameron and
Bowie & Hall have each an entry, and, as they
are all good ones, the race will bea capital one.
Hunter & Travers’ entry sold in the pools for as
much s all the others. The third race, which
is a dash of three miles, will be a grand one.
In this there will be eight starters, comprising
Mr. Sanford's Preakness, Mr. Thomas'
Fireball, Mr. Swigert's Pilgrim, Mr. Crouse's
Chillicothe, Mr. Coffee's Judge Durell,
Mr. Belmont's Finesse, Mr. McGrath's Susan
Ann and Mr. O'Donnell’s Haric, and » better
field of horses never started for so long a dis-
tance on the American turf. Mr. Saaford's
Preakness was the favorite at the club room,
Fireball being the second choice and Pilgrim
the third. The fourth race, which is mile
heats, will bave five _starters, comprising
Abdel-Koree, Hamburg, Niagara, Stockwood
and Lord Byron. This will be a fine race,
Abdel-Eoree is the favorite, but he will have
to run even better than he has before to beat
such a fleld a8 will be opposed to him to-day.
The great event of the day, however, will be the
bhurdle race, which has ten entries—several
more than ever started before in a contest of a
like nature on this Continent. The horses that
will start are Duffy, Vesuvius, King John,
Tammany, Astronomer, Pool Seller, Climax,
Gerald, Dick Jackson and Colonel T. Dufly
was & grest favorite last night, but it must be
remembered that Tammany beat bim in the
steeple chase laat Baturday, and it is very
likely that be will be beaten again to-day,
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Tuoz Uprown Branom or THe HERALD office
for the receipt of advertisementa has proved
of soch great advantage to oor advertisers in
the upper part of the city that a larger office,
st No. 1,265 Broadway, nearly opposite the
present location, has been found necessary.
The Branch office will be removed to the new
location in a few days.

Tax PovisaMzxT of Paymaster Hodge fol-
lows swift and heavy upon the discovery of
his crime. The court martial which recently
tried him for mlnullu_‘ public funds sen-
tenced him to ten years’ Imprisonment in the
pénitentiary and to remain in confloement till
the entire amount of the defaleation shall be
pald. As Major Hodge is wholly unable to
comply with this requirement the latter part
of the sentence s equivalent to Imprison.
ment for life. The President took this view.of
the case and yesterday approved of that part
of the finding of the court which conslgns
Major Hodge to the penitentiary for ten years,
but disapproved of the latter elause, which
requires repayment of the amount embessled.
The Albany Penitentiary has been designated

M4 $he place,of Maior Bodea's walasmonts

Rome was rednoced to ashes by the Serce bar-
barians of the North up until the recent effort of
the Commune to destroy Paris there have bsen
many disastrous fires ; but unless reports have
 rank with the most dissstrous that the world
has over experienced. It will be sad, indeed,
if Chioago, which sprung up as rapidly as
Jonah's gourd, should perish as quickly. In
this case the mourning Jonahs will be many.

Itis not our business, however, to dwell
further on the destruction of our slater city.
Our purpose rather is, taking it for granted
that there has been enormous destruction of
property and that thousands upon thousands
have been rendered by one fell swoop of the
destroying hand not only homeless but penni-
less, to appeal, on the broad principles of our
common nationality, our common Christianity
and our common humanity, to our fellow citi-
sens and to our millions of readers, in propor-
tion to their ability, to come to the resoune. Now
or mever our charity snd self-sacrifice must be
tested. We measure this sorrow not by the
fifty or sixty or seventy millions of property
which has been destroyed, not by the thou-
sands upon thousands who have been left
without a home and without a cent, not by the
unknown number of precious lives which have
been lost. We forget none of these, but we
think also of the total destruction of all or
almost all sources of income for some time to
come, and particularly of the countless num-
bers of old and young and middle aged who
ery for bread when there is no bread to give.
It is » sad and sorrowful case. No such case,
In fact, has appesaled to the world's sympathy
in many generations, When was such sorrow
8o condensed as in the message of the Mayor of
Chicago to the Mayor of St, Louis?—*‘Send us
food for the suffering. Our city is in ashes;
our water works are burnt."”

1t is gratifylng to flad that President Grant
has peme 8o nobly to the rescue. Directly on
heariog of the terrible state of things Seere-
tary Belknap, at the request of the President,
telegraphed to General Sheridan to forward to
the sufferers whatever of provisions and cloth-
ing and other supplica was at his disposal, and
if these were not sufficlent to call on the mili-
tary aathorities at Bi. Toois to do the same,
Such promptitude was wise as well as noble on
the part of the President; it was worthy of
General Grant; and he may rest assured that
for this fresh proof of his interest in the wel-
fare of his fellow-citisens the American people
will not prove ungrateful. It is equally grati-
fying to know that from almost all parts of the
Union the reports received leave us in no
doubt that whatever can be done will be done
for the relief of the Chicago sufferers, and
that without delay. Cincinnati has rushed to
the rescue; 8o has St. Louis; so has San
Francisco; so, of course, have Boston and
Philadelphia, Even the great cities of the
New Dominion are stirred with sympathetic
terror, and Toronto and Quebec and Montreal
are determined to give substantisl proof that
national barrier lines are no hindrance to those
feelings which are common to the race and
which after all “‘make the whole world kin.”
The outburst of feeling has been so sponta-
neous, 80 hearty, so noble, that in spite of
visible degeneracy and unmistakable general
selfishness we feel proud of our common faith
and our common humanity.

We should not have been pleased if New
York olty had lagged behind. In spite of all
its faults our cily bas won its way to a first
place among the great cities of the world
either in past or present times. Our wealth is
second only to that of London. Our enter-
prise is such that we have no superior, if,
indeed, we have any equal. Our liberality is,
when occasion calls for it, grand and up to the
high mark of our great ability. On hundreds
of occssions our llberality has been tested,
and when was it found wanting? In 1835,
when New York suffered from a great fire,
how nobly we came to the relief of our fellow
citizens! When Ireland was threatened with
destruction by a dreadful famine, which of
all the great cities of the world was most
generous? It was New York. And what
shall we say of our own ocity in ocon-
nection with the not yet forgotten Avondale
disaster and with the recent sorrows and
privations of the Parisians? In a common
effort to be kind was not New York the first in
the race? It pleases us to know that Mayor
Hall is determined that in this case New York
shall not lose the reputation which it has so
nobly won and which it so deservedly enjoys.
The Mayor's proclamation is all that it should
be, 1t is timely, it is to the point, it is ex-
baustive. Let things be done as the Mayor
suggests ; let our citizens meet and appoint a
general committee; let our corporations, our
trades, our social, political, religious and other
organisations make use of their existing ms-
chinery ; let every man and woman, according
to his or her ability, make aneffort; letevery-
thing be done that can be done In the direo-
tion of duty; let ns all poll, and pull
altogether, and the world will have no cholce
but admit that in New York, spiteof its faults,
there are some noble souls and some kind
hearts—in other words, some righteous persons.
In any case, let us not in liberality be behind.

The Duty of Mayer Hall.

The City Charter assigns to the Mayor the
duty of enforcing the laws and makes him re.
sponsible for the efficient and honest govern-
ment of the oity, Unfortunately it tles his
hands in the matter of removals from office—a
restriction insisted upon by the republican
loglslators through whowe votes 1t be-
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not be then we hold it to. be

duty to commence impeachment m'
‘without delay.

men to acknowledge this claim is out of
the question. It cannot be conveded. The
New York Yacht Club has already given up

twelve races we would be successful ;
there is scarcely a poasibilily of our winning
all. In the event of our losiog one Mr. Ash-
bury would, according to his ruling, claim the
cup as belonging to the club he was salling for
on that day. It will thus be observed that if
the New York Yacht Club yield the point te
him the chances are all in his favor, and that
there is almost an absolute certainty of his
carrying off the prize he so much covels.
American yachtsmen cannot afford to grast
more than they have dons. They hold a prise
which was won by one vessel against the whole
Eoglish fleet, and while they are compelled.  *
%o mail for it again on' much léss favorable )
torms than fn 1851 snd ia 1670 they ase

williug to do 50 ; but at the same tims they do

out a struggle whersin the chanoces om both

published :

like business, but we hardly think he will hold
on with bulldog tenacity to all he claims as
fair, just and reasonable, Let us see what
Mr, Ashbury does and does not waat. He
wants, first, the six months' notice waived.
This has been granted to the Royal Harwich,
baut to no other English yaoht clubs. He
wants the New York Yacht Club to seclect
twelve yachts, and a different one to be named \
for each of the twelve races. He does nok
want to sail a centre-board yacht. He
does not want to sail over the

New York Yacht Club course, but wanis a
course of his own selection. He wants te

sail twelve races, and if victorious in one of
them to be acknowledged the winner of the
Queen’s Cup. He wants w0 have the races
sailed on days to be named by himself, and om

the shortest possible notice, bacause he wanta

to get back to England, having important busl-

ness there. In fact, he appeara to wantall he
canget, and a little more, too. Perhaps he does '
not expect to have all his wants granted, but

will be willing to take a part if not able

to obtain the whole. If this is the case it is

well; for one thing is certain, that if the
Livonis is to return to England in a few days

if the New York Yacht Club does not agree

to sail the twelve races, as Mr. Ashbary
wishes, she will not, in our opinion, long :
remain in American waters,

The threat of Mr. Ashbury to do this or thad
ifhis demands are not complied with isill-
timed, and ot likely to create a favorable
impression. On the contrary, it will make
very many stubborn who might be disposed te ¥
concede more than their right in order to keep
peace In the family and maintain a good feel-
ings. Americans are notfond of threats, from
whatever source they may come, and whems
made they are apt to produce an effect come
trary to the one expected. Those of our people
who are fond of and engage in sporting mat. ~
ters are willing to drop business for » time,
and think nothing of it; but with Mr. Ash.
bury the case appears to be different. He, B
would seem, desires either to join business ¥
and pleasure in one, or to make yachting & 1
business rather than & sporting matier.

This may be all right 'for him, but with

us it is lke trylng (o mix ofl and
water. His laoguage and oonduct remisd

us of & sharp trader trying to drive & o
bargain, and threatening to go elpewhers
not sccommodated; and we should not
surprised if in the emd he was told that
New York Yacht Club had offered the
terms possible, and that if they are not acoepé-
able he is at liberty to consider all negotia-.
tions at an end.

It is much to be regretted that any point of
difference exists between Mr, Ashbury snd the
New York Yacht Club. It would have been far

H

fairly won. They have no desire to raise any
point of controversy for the sake of holding it
They do not wish to be considered siubborn or
unyielding. They would rather be thought ¢
too generous, especially In their treatment of
a foreigner; but they cannot afford to sacrifies |
all the just olafms of superiority mevely for |
the sake of obliging one man, who, in thels |
oplnion, is demanding more than they are: |
suthorized to grant,. We trust that Mr. Ash- |
bury may reconsider his threst and do his/[
share n & sories of races whioh, If mavaged

el will e geodiobio o oL o hmantyl
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